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SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Chester is a massive, two-story frame house covered by a gable roof. Both
the front and rear facades are three bays, with off-center doors reflectin
the side hall plan. On the side of the house opposite the hall are two
exterior chimney stacks, joined on both the first and second floor levels
by pent closets., The major portion of this chimney structure ig laid in
Flemish bond with random glazed headers. The center is pierced by a
narrow 4-over-4 pane window on each level, and is supported by a semi-
circular vault at ground level. At the first floor level there is an
exterior door on either side of the chimney structure, and a window is on
each side on the second floor level, The other side of the house features
a two-story early-nineteenth-century wing with an exterior chimney and a
shallow gable roof. Except for the wing, the exterior of Chester has been
little altered and retains its original 9-over-9 sash, box cornice, and
much old clapboarding. L
Nearly all of the original woodwork survives on the interior. The
principal first-floor room features a paneled chimney piece flanked by
fluted pilasters set on pedestals. On either side of the chimney piece
are doors, which like the mantel shelf, are topped by ''dog eared" panels.
The companion first-floor room alsc contains a paneled chimmey piece
flanked by fluted pilasters and doors.

Chester retains its rural setting, being surrounded by fields and
woodlands. 1In the immediate vicinity of the house is an interesting
plank outbuilding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
. e

Chester is believed to have been built in 1773, because one of the bricks
in the chimneys is inscribed with this date. The first owner of the house
John Sledge, '8sold Chester in 1777 to Robert Parham. In 1783, it was
bought by Captain Nathaniel Dunn, a member of the House of Delegates.
Captain William Harrison purchased Chester in 1787, and his son, William,
Jr., who inherited the property, added the wing in the 1820's. Chester
remained in the Harrison family until 1871, and was purchased by a
Harrison descendant in 1969,

Chester is architecturally significant for possessing one of the finest
and most massive gets of coupled exterior stacks in Virginia. The

joining of exterior stacks into a single structure through the use of a
pent cloget was a fairly common practice in the late eiphteenth century,
but connections between stacks on two levels, as at Chester, is much
rarer., Those on Chester and Waterville (King William County) are thought
to be the only colonial specimens of this architectural feature te survive
in Virginia.

Chester further stands as a well-preserved example of a more prodigious
" Southside colonial farwhouse, Its value as an architectural document
is enhanced by the survival of nearly all of its original interior
woodwork. ‘that, though handsomely embellished with architectural features
is somewhat provincial in design. Chester is currently undergoing
renovation after passing through a period of neglect,
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Stephenson, Mary A., 0ld Homes in Surry and Sussex.

Richmond, 1942,

Court House, Sussex, Virginia.

Sussex County Deed Books and Will Books, Clerk's Office, Sussex County

Sussex County Land Tax Books, Virginia State Library.
W.P.A,, Sussex County; A Tale of Three Centuries.

Richmond, 1942,
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TAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION -

T NATIONAL REGISTER VERIEL

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public TLaw
89665}, 1 hereby nominate this property lor inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State [X Local [7]

Name

Dr. Edward P, Alexander, Chairman
Tiu¥irginia Historic Landmarks Commis

Date

$ion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
MNational Repister.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register
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Littleton, Va.

(1956)
Chester
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